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English 1 
Competency Exam 

Study Guide 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This assessment will be used to guarantee that the material taught outside of Piscataway Township 
Schools has prepared you for the next course you will be taking. Please give this assessment your best 
effort. 
 
This test is designed according to the Common Core Standards. It divided into two main sections: 
Reading Comprehension and Writing. 
 
The Reading Comprehension contains two reading passages, one fiction and one non-fiction. Please 
use the list below to review skills for the exam. The Writing requires students to complete a 60 
minute time Expository Essay. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Fiction 

 Identifying key ideas and details 

 Citing strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

 Determining a theme or central idea of a text  

 Analyzing in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges 

and is shaped and refined by specific details;  

 Providing an objective summary of the text. 

 Analyzing how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) 

develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or 

develop the theme. 

 Determining the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 

figurative and connotative meanings;  

 Analyzing the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how 

the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 
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 Analyzing how an author's choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within 

it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as 

mystery, tension, or surprise. 

 Analyzing a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature 

from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature. 

 Analyzing the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, 

including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden's "Musée des Beaux 

Arts" and Breughel's Landscape with the Fall of Icarus). 

 Analyzing how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., 

how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author 

draws on a play by Shakespeare). 

 

Non-Fiction 

 Citing strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text 

leaves matters uncertain. 

 Determining two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the 

course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a 

complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 Analyzing a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific 

individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

 Determining the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines 

the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines 

faction in Federalist No. 10). 

 Analyzing and evaluating the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her 

exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, 

and engaging. 
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 Determining an author's point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 

particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 

persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 

 Integrating and evaluating multiple sources of information presented in different media or 

formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or 

solve a problem. 

 Delineating and evaluating the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of 

constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court majority 

opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public 

advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses). 

 Analyzing seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational U.S. documents 

of historical and literary significance (including The Declaration of Independence, the 

Preamble to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address) 

for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features. 

 

Expository Writing 

 Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific 

procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 

 Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information to make important 

connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, 

tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

 Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, 

concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the 

audience's knowledge of the topic. 

 Use varied transitions and sentence structures to link the major sections of the text, create 

cohesion, and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

 Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the 

topic and convey a style appropriate to the discipline and context as well as to the 

expertise of likely readers. 
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 Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and 

conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

 Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information 

or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 


